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Eve for an eye... (Mt 5:38-42)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’
But | tell you, do not resist an evil person.

If anyone slaps you on the right clheek, turn to them the other cheek
also.

And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your
coat as well.

If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles.

Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one
who wants to borrow from you.”



Initial Questions

What did “an eye for an eye” mean?

|

m Sojust let them run all over me?
m Where s justice in all of this?”

B

Forcing to walk one mile?



Recap: Threefold approach of Jesus

m Traditional Righteousness = the traditional statement
of the law/command/precept

m The Sinful pattern = the sinful violation, what it looks
like.

m Transforming Initiative = what to do when you are
actually in that situation.




Transforming Initiative

Table 5.3. Threefold pattern in Matthew 5:38-42

Traditional Righteous-
ness Sinful Pattern

Matthew 5:38: “You have Matthew 5:39: “But 1
heard that it was said, say to you, do not re-
‘An eye for an eye and a taliate revengefully
tooth for a tooth.”” by evil means.” (Not
an imperative in the
Greek, but an infini-
tive — probably with
implied imperatival
meaning.)

Transforming Initiative

Matthew 5:39-42: “But if
anyone strikes you on the
right cheek, turn the other
also; and if any one wants
to sue you and take your
coat, give your cloak as
well; and if any one forces
you to go one mile, go also
the second mile. Give to
one who begs from you,
and do not refuse one who
would borrow from you.”




Applying this approach...

Traditional

Transforming

Sinful pattern -

Taking revenge Initiative - Turn,

give, go, give

Righteousness -
Eye for an eye.




5 examples of practical transforming
Initiatives

m Eye for an eye - personal revenge. (Mt. 5:38)
Slap on the right cheek. (Mt. 5:39)

Sued for your shirt. (Mt. 5:40)

Forced to march a mile. (Mt 5:41)

O
O
O
m Give to the one who asks you (Mt 5:42)




What was written

m If people are fighting and hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth
prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined
whatever the woman’s husband demands and the courtallows. But if
there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound,
bruise for bruise. (Ex 21:22-25)

m Anyone who injures their neighbour is to be injured in the same
manner: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth fortooth. The one who
has inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury. (Lev 24:19-20).




What was written

m One witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any
crime or offense they may have committed. A matter must be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. If a
malicious witness takes the stand to accuse someone of a crime,
the two people involved in the dispute must stand in the
presence of the LORD before the priests and the judges who are
in office at the time.

m The judges must make a thorough investigation, and if the
witness proves to be a liar, giving false testimony against a fellow
Israelite, then do to the false witnhess as that witness intended to
do to the other party. You must purge the evil from among you.
The rest of the people will hear of this and be afraid, and never
again will such an evil thing be done among you. Show no pity:
life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot. (Deut 19:15-21)




STOP
THE

BUS.

So, how are we supposed
to process that?

m The Bible is saying “show no mercy, cut off his foot”. Is
that something | am supposed to do? Why was it there
in the first place?

m Deuteronomy clearly talking about legal system in
ancient Israel. Intentis to settle disputes justly.

m Settling disputesin court instead of escalating blood
vengeance cycle.

m LexTalionis (Roman Law of retribution based on this
~450 BC)



Case Law

m An owner who hits a male or female slave in the eye and
destroys it must letthe slave go free to compensate for the
eye. And an owner who knocks out the tooth of a male or
female slave must let the slave go free to compensate for the
tooth. (Ex 21:26-27).

m Therefore you don’t have to take eye for eye in every case.

” “

m We are talking “civil codes”, “case law” here.
m The Torah here is defining justice and restraining revenge.

m Itis almostcertain that by the time of Jesus, literal retaliation
for damage had been replaced in Jewish legal practice by
money penalties or ‘damages’. [Stott, 85].




What was being said...

m You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.” (Mt 5:38)

m But the scribes and Pharisees evidently extended this principle of just retribution
from the law courts (where it belongs) to the realm of personal relationships (where
it does not belong). They tried to use it to justify personal revenge, although the law
explicitly forbade this: ‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among
your people. (Lev 19:18) [Stott, 85].

m BylJesus’s day, however, both of these fundamentals were frequently overlooked. It
became all too easy to see the law as prescriptive, and only marginally restrictive. The
qguestion then became, How far may my personal retaliation extend, without
breaking the law? Worse, the law was thus being dragged into the personal arena,
where it could scarcely foster evenrough justice, but only bitterness, vengeance,
malice, hatred. [Carson]




Strike you on the
right cheek

m Left-handed or back-handed
right hand slap

m Left hand used for “toilet
duties”. It is offensive.

m Turning the other cheek is
your invitation to be treated
with due dignity.

m Non-violent dignified
response that would surprise
the perpetrator.

m I'm not accepting your insult.



Take your shirt?

Shirt = Tunic
Cloak = outer garment, coat, warmth.

If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a pledge, return it by
sunset, because that cloak is the only covering your
nelghbor has. What else can they sleep in? When they
cry out to me, | will hear, for | am compassionate. (Ex
20:26-27)

Handing over both would leave you in your under-
garments only.

Going beyond what is demanded to take a nonviolent
initiative that confronts injustice and initiates the
possibility of reconciliation.



Asked to walk one mile

m An ordinary Roman soldier could legally
commandeer a civilian to help him, for example,
to carry his luggage for a prescribed distance.

m Jesus’sfollowers are not to feel hard done by
and irritable in such cases, as if personally
insulted, but are to double the distance and
accept the imposition cheerfully.

m How would the soldier feel getting a cheerful
response?




Do not resist an evil
person? (Mt 5:39)

m How can we interpret this in practice?
m Self-defence?

m Protection of others?

m Workingin the police force?

m Should you lock your house or car?

m Isthisa commandto followed at a deontological
(duty/command)level?

m What was Jesus getting at do you think?




Do not resist an evil person? (Mt 5:39)

|II

m Inaseldom noticed insight, Clarence Jordan has pointed out that the Greek for “evi
can mean either “by evil means” or “the evil person.” Both translations are equally
good according to Greek grammar; the decision must come from the context.

m The context is that Jesus repeatedly confronts evil, but never by evil means, and never
by means of revengeful violence.

m Therefore the context favors the instrumental “do not resist by evil means”

m (Jordan, Substance of Faith, 69; cf. Ferguson, Politics of Love, 4-5; Hagner, Matthew 1-
13, 130-31; Lapide, Sermon on the Mount, 134; Swartley, “War and Peace in the New
Testament,” 3:2338).

m S&G Kingdom Ethics, 98.




Give to the one who asks you (Mt 5:42)

m Anybody, any time, any amount?

m Make sure your decision helps the other person and yourself, and honours Jesus
teaching.

m A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity. One who has

no sense shakes handsin pledge and puts up security for a neighbor. (Prov 17:17-
18).

What's Jesus getting at?
Non-retaliation applied. Don’t be asking “What’s in it for me?”

Personal self-sacrifice displaces personal retaliation (Carson, 66).

We need to do the hard word of thinking it through. Wrestling!



Am | supposed to just be
a “doormat” then?

m Justlet other people walk all over me....

m ‘We areto be as the anvil when bad men are the hammers'.
(Spurgeon)

m Howdoyou see it?

m Similarly, Christ’s illustrations are not to be taken as the charter
for any unscrupulous tyrant, ruffian, beggar or thug. His
purpose was to forbid revenge, not to encourage injustice,
dishonesty or vice. How can those who seek as their first
priority the extension of God’srighteous rule at the same time
contributeto the spread of unrighteousness? True love, caring
for both the individual and society, takes action to deter evil
and to promote good. Christ teaches not the irresponsibility
which encourages evil but the forbearance which renounces
revenge. Authentic Christian non-resistance is non-retaliation.
[Stott, 88]




So, in practice...

m Transforming Initiatives.
m Instead of exacting personal revenge

m Maintain dignity and show up the
injustice done to you.

m Be prepared to renounce your rights
as a follower of Jesus.




Participative grace, the Suffering
servant.

m Notice that the four initiatives Jesus teaches here use seven of the same Greek
words used in the Septuagint version of the Suffering Servant passage, Isaiah 50:4-
9: “resist,” “slap,” “cheek,” “sue,” “coat,” “give,” and “turn away.” Isaiah 50:4-9is a
passage of participative grace, in which God gives deliverance, and the servant’s

actions participate in that deliverance.

m The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that
sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like
one being taught. . . . | offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those
who pulled out my beard; | did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Because
the Sovereign Lord helps me, | will not be disgraced. Therefore have | set my face
like flint, and | know | will not be put to shame.He who vindicates me is near.. .. Itis
the Sovereign Lord who helps me. Who is it that will condemn me? (Isa 50:4-9)




Faith in practice

m Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his
steps . .. When they hurled their insults at
him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he

entrusted himself to him who judges
justly. (1 Pet 2:21-23)

m Example to follow, no threats or
retaliation.

m Trusting in God’s ultimate deliverance.

m May include crucifixion!




Reflection

m Am | a retaliator?

m What do | do in situations | feel
unjustly treated in?

m Can | see a category of non-retaliation
without thinking “doormat”?

m Am | prepared to accept Jesus’
teaching on this in my life?

m What other parts of my life can | apply
these teachings of Jesus to?
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