


Treasures in Heaven (Mt 6:19-24)

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole

body will be full of light. But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness,
how great is that darkness!

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love
the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve both God and money.



Initial Questions

= What actually is “treasure in heaven”?

" How isthe eye like a lamp?




Christian Ambition :
Not material security but God’s rule

Two Treasures (Mt 6: 19-21)
Two Visions (Mt 6:22-23)
Two Masters (Mt 6:24)



Three metaphors: #1
Treasure

m [reasures on earth = any valuable that can be lost
in some way.

m Any natural (moth, vermin, corrosion, erosion etc.) or
man made action (theft, inflation etc).

m Even if we suffer no loss in this life, they have no
value to us at all when we die.
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Treasure In heaven

m Not physical
m Not subject to decay, degradation or theft.

m Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
and intoan inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. Thisinheritance is keptin
heaven foryou, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Pet 1:3-5)

m  “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).

m What do you think about the idea of God “rewarding”?



Treasure In heaven

m Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on
you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver
are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You
have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers
who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have
condemnedand murderedthe innocent one, who was not opposing you. (James 5:1-
0).

m What has gone wrong here? Is this simply retirement savings?

m Heart of greed has created massive injustice.




Treasure In heaven

m Such illustrations teach us that we tend to move toward the
objecton which we fix our gaze. In the same way, our whole lives
drift relentlessly toward the spot where our treasures are stored,
because our hearts will take us there.

m To follow Jesus faithfully entails therefore a consistent
development of our deepest loves, to train ourselves to adopt an
unswerving loyalty to kingdom values and to delight in all that
God approves.

m Small wonder that Paul writes in these terms: “Since, then, you
have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds
on things above, not on earthly things” (Col. 3:1f.). [Carson, 102]

m What is my heart seton? How could | tell?




Treasure In Heaven

m Oragain: “Command those who are rich in this
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put
their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous
and willing to share. In thisway theywill lay up
treasure forthemselves as a firm foundation for
the coming age, so that they may take hold of the
life that is truly life.” (1 Tim. 6:17-19)

m What does this passage teach about the
behaviours that lay up treasure in heaven?




Treasure In heaven

m Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
(Lk 12:33-34)

m When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me. (Lk 18:22)

m Attitude and practice of giving to the poor.

m How seriously do we take this kind of passage? Is it for me, or just for the original
audience?



Three metaphors: #2
Light

m The eyeis the lamp of the body. If your eyes are
healthy, your whole body will be full of light. But if your
eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how
great is that darkness! (Mt 6:22)

m Healthy = generous / Unhealthy = stingy

m LXX: healthy = singleness of purpose > KJV translation:
“single eye”. if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole
body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy
whole body shall be full of darkness.

m So, inthis case, good eye = singleness of purpose
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LXX =70
Name given to the earliest extant Greek translation of the Old Testament.

Tradition: The full Greek title derives from the story recorded in the Letter of

Aristeas to Philocratesthat "the laws of the Jews" were translated into the Greek

language at the request of Ptolemy |l Philadelphus (285-247 BCE) by seventy-
two Hebrew translators—six from each of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.
Alternative view: written in Alexandria and submitted to the Sanhedrin (70

elders),

So ~70 scholars.

Would have been the Bible of Hellenistic Jews. Few Jews spoke Hebrew 300BC+.
Mostly Greek or Aramaic.

Not accepted by mainstream Rabbinic Judaism.

Includes the Apocrypha..
Shows Koine Greek usage in 2-3 C BC.
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letter_of_Aristeas
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy_II_Philadelphus
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofer
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Tribes_of_Israel

Good eye -haplous

< 573. haplous »

Strong's Concordance

haplous: simple, single

Original Word: &W)\.Oﬁg, ﬁ, ouV

Part of Speech: Adjective

Transliteration: haplous

Phonetic Spelling: (hap-looce')

Definition: Simple, single

Usage: Single, simple, sound, perfect.

((XT[AC')O) attAoUC

to make single, to unfold, stretch out, Batr.,

Anth.:-Pass., NmAwOn [the fish] lay stretched
out, Babr.

Cognate: 573 haplous (haploos) —
properly, unfolded, single — literally,
"without folds" (J. Thayer), referring to a
single (undivided) focus, i.e. without a
(secret) "double agenda" which prevents
an over-complicated life (becoming
needlessly distracted). See 572 (haplotés).

[573 (haplous) is the antonym of the Greek
term diplous meaning, "double." MM notes
in the papyri that 573 (haplous) likewise

means, "simple" (uncompounded, single-

Matthew 6:23 Adj-NMS

GRK: 0pBapog oou rovnpog 13 Oh\ov
NAS: your eye your whole

KJV: eye be thy whole

INT: eye of you be all



Good eye

m The argumentseems to go like this: just as our eye
affects our whole body, so our ambition (where we fix
our eyes and heart) affects our whole life. Just as a
seeing eye gives light to the body, so a noble and single-
minded ambition to serve God and other people adds
meaning to life and throws light on everything we do.

m Again,just as blindnessleadsto darkness, so a
dishonourable and selfish ambition (e.g. to store up
treasures for ourselves on earth) plunges us into moral
darkness. It makes us intolerant,inhuman, ruthless, and
deprives life of all ultimate significance. (Stott, 134).

m Goingto the heart (again)! What are you motivations,
your ambitions?

m What do you think?




Three metaphors: #3 Slavery

m Jesussays: Two masters: God or money. Make a choice.

m Some say: they serve God on Sundays and money on weekdays, or God with their

lips and money with their hearts, or God in appearance and money in reality, or God
with half their being and money with the other half. (Stott, 134).

m And when the choice is seen for what it is - a choice between Creator and creature,
between the glorious personal God and a miserable thing called money, between
worship and idolatry - it seems inconceivable that anybody could make the wrong
choice. For now it is a question not just of comparative durability and comparative
benefit, but of comparative worth: the intrinsic worth of the One and the intrinsic
worthlessness of the other. (Stott, 135).

m What do you think?



' The inside of the cup...

m Jesus is getting us to examine what is
really going on inside. What
motivates and drives us? What is
calling the shots? Am | generous?

Why or why not? Who are we really
serving?



In your own words

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure s, there your heart will be also.

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of
light. But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the
light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

How would you say it in your own words?



Reflection

= Am lin touch with my core
motivations? Do | know what they
are?

= What does really drive me? What is
my heart set on? How could | tell?

= Where am | on “giving to the
poor”?
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